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Sitka’s International Year of Forests Film Festival

Sitka National Historical Park (December 27, 2011):  The Sitka Ranger District of the
Tongass National Forest and Sitka National Historical Park will present the first set of films
celebrating the International Year of Forests on January 5th at the park’s Visitor Center Theater.

Thursday January, 5th

Cherish Your Inheritance
7:00 p.m.

Death of a Forest: Pine Beetles and pine trees have co-evolved.  With warmer winters, the pine
beetles are surviving in astoundingly high numbers and are killing the lodgepole, ponderosa and
whitebark pine forests of the west and Canada. Millions of acres of trees are dying from the
beetles and some estimates predict that by 2012, 80% of our forests will be lost. (15 minutes)

The Big UP Deal: The Nature Conservancy brought together a coalition of federal, state and
private organizations to conserve over a quarter million acres of forest in the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan. The Big UP Deal had a tremendous impact on both the economy and the
way of life for thousands of Michigan residents.  (15 minutes)

Lurking in the Trees: This film documents one town’s fight against the invasive Asian
longhorned beetle.  Lurking in the Trees hopes to show the world how to fight invasive pests and
how to prevent tragedies such as the one that occurred in this small New England town. (27
minutes)

The Forests of Yoshino: Much of Japan’s forests were destroyed during World War II.  Sixty-
plus years later, the trees that were planted in the war’s aftermath have reached maturity. Japan
must now find a way to manage its forests in a sustainable way. As the 17th generation in his
family to manage the Okahashi forests in Yoshino, Okahashi Kiyochika may hold the
answer to saving Japan’s forests. (9 minutes)
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Saturday, January 7th

Cherish Your Inheritance Feature Film
2:00 p.m.

Greenfire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for our Time: The first full-length, high-definition
documentary film ever made about legendary environmentalist Aldo Leopold, Green Fire
highlights Leopold’s extraordinary career, tracing how he shaped and influenced the modern
environmental movement. Leopold remains relevant today, inspiring projects all over the country
that connect people and land.  (64 minutes)

All presentations are free and open to the public.  Both Thursday and Saturday programs will
take place at the Sitka National Historical Park Visitor Center Theater.

For more information please contact: Darrin Kelly at (907)747-4280 or dpkelly@fs.fed.us.  You
may also contact Becky Latanich at becky_latanich@nps.gov (907)-747-0132.

For more information on the event please visit http://www.nps.gov/sitk/planyourvisit/events.htm

For more information on the International Year of Forests please visit
http://www.celebrateforests.com

About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 395
national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-
home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov/sitk or visit our Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/#!/SitkaNationalHistoricalPark.
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